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FORWARD DIARY 

General Meetings are held approximately every second month on Wednesday evening. 
 

NOV 14 
Wednesday 

GENERAL MEETING  
8:00pm, at Royal Society of Victoria Building, Cnr La Trobe and Victoria Streets, Melbourne 
Speaker: Laura Brehaut (GAA), Feldspar 

NOV 18 
Sunday 

Mineral Appreciation Group: 10:00am, Nunawading Lapidary Club, Oval Way, Nunawading. 
Topic: Minerals from the ‘Golden Age’, you decide what that means to you.. 

NOV 25 
Sunday 

Micro Group Meeting: George Lysiuk’s home 
Topic: Minerals from Iron Monarch, South Australia. 

DEC 1 
Saturday 

FIELD TRIP 
Flinders, Cairns Bay – Limited spaces, please register with John Haupt if interested. 

DEC No Micro Group or Mineral Appreciation Group meetings for December 

2019  

JAN 13 
Sunday 

Mineral Appreciation Group: 10:00am, Nunawading Lapidary Club, Oval Way, Nunawading. 
Topic: Minerals from Broken Hill, NSW. 

JAN 27 
Sunday 

Micro Group Meeting: Venue to be confirmed. 
Topic: Minerals from the Cloncurry region, Queensland. 

FEB 13 
Wednesday 

GENERAL MEETING  
8:00pm, at Royal Society of Victoria Building, Cnr La Trobe and Victoria Streets, Melbourne 
Speaker: John Haupt (MinSoc), Nickel 

FEB 17 
Sunday 

Mineral Appreciation Group: 10:00am, Nunawading Lapidary Club, Oval Way, Nunawading. 
Topic: Minerals from Central and South America (excluding Mexico). 

FEB 24 
Sunday 

Micro Group Meeting: Venue to be confirmed. 
Topic: Minerals from the Flinders Ranges, South Australia. 

MAR 15 
Sunday 

Mineral Appreciation Group: 10:00am, Nunawading Lapidary Club, Oval Way, Nunawading. 
Topic:. 

MAR 24 
Sunday 

Micro Group Meeting: Venue to be confirmed. 
Topic: To be confirmed. 

MAR/APR FIELD TRIP 
Potential extended trip (1 week) planned to Mooralla (Western Victoria) for quartz collecting. 
Currently considering week of either 18-24 March or 1-7 April. 

APR 12 
Wednesday 

GENERAL MEETING  
8:00pm, at Royal Society of Victoria Building, Cnr La Trobe and Victoria Streets, Melbourne 
Speaker: To Be Confirmed – MinSoc members’ report on 2019 Tucson Show 

JUL 10 
Wednesday 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
8:000pm, at Royal Society of Victoria Building, Cnr La Trobe and Victoria Streets, Melbourne 
Speaker: Alex Blount (MinSoc President),  
Topic – To be advised. 

  



 

 

 

MINERAL RELATED EVENTS 
 

NOV 
25-25 

“The Australian Fine Mineral Show”, Melbourne 

202 Turner Street, Port Melbourne 

MAR 
9-10 

Victorian Gem Clubs - Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show – Gemkhana 

Logan Park, Howitt Street, Warragul, Victoria 

APR 
19-22 

55th National Gem and Mineral Show - GEMBOREE 

Rockhampton Showgrounds, Rockhampton, Qld 

2019 
AUG 31- 
SEP 1  

42st Joint Mineralogical Societies of Australasia - Annual Seminar 

“Traps in Mineralogy, Pseudomorphs, Look-Alike and Fakes and Synthetics” 
State Library, Perth Cultural Centre, Western Australia 

NEXT ISSUE: Material for the (expected) January 2019 Newsletter to be with the Editor by Friday Dec 20. 

 

FROM THE COMMITTEE 
 

n spite of the absence of regular communications to Members, much has been going on in the Society and 
the wider Victorian mineralogical world in recent months. As you will see from the Forward Diary, we have 
a range of activities and events coming up through to the middle of 2019 and beyond. But going back to 
June 2018, we held the Annual National Seminar in Ballarat and it was, by all accounts, a very successful 

event. A huge credit (and thank-you) is necessary for your Secretary Fred Kapteina who was the driving force 
behind the Seminar and without whom it would have (a) never happened in the first place, (b) been a terrible 
failure, (c) been cancelled at the last minute because of the loss of venue, plus any number of other ‘bad’ 
outcomes had Fred not been at the helm.  
 
The IMA 2018 Meeting was held in Melbourne during August and whilst not a Society event, a number of our 
Members were involved or attended. We will be looking to provide a summary report from the Meeting at 
future General Meetings and/or in this Newsletter.  
 
At our AGM in July we raised some of the recurring challenges we face as a Society and have plans in motion 
to ‘fix’ a few things. Overall, the Society is in a ‘stable’ position but is also only a short hop away from being in 
a precarious position, as evidenced by our continual search for people to join the Committee. We thank those 
former Committee members who have stood down and welcome those who have stepped-up to form the new 
Committee. The list of Committee members if provided on the inside cover of this Newsletter. 
 
Our membership number have settled somewhat in recent years, but there are still a lot of past, long-term 
members who have not renewed or who have simply disappeared from contact. Now obviously if they are not 
current Members and not receiving this Newsletter, they will not receive a ‘reminder’. But please, if you know 
anyone who is either not currently financial, or who is not sure whether they are financial, please contact the 
Committee (either Fred Kapteina or Alex Blount) and we can advise you.  
 
Some of the other important matters to be aware of are: 

� Laura Brehaut (Fellow of the Gemological Association of Australia) is our speaker at the November 
General Meeting (8:00pm, 14 November) and will be talking on the subject of ‘Feldspar’. Laura is an 
excellent presenter and previously spoke for the Society on the topic of garnets.  

� Thanks to the efforts of John Haupt, we again have a fieldtrip to the lovely coastal scenery of Cairns Bay 
(Flinders). The trip is 1 December 2018 (a Saturday), but due to the current Parks Victoria permit 
conditions, has limited attendance numbers.  If you are interested in attending, and have not already 
contacted John or Fred, please do so as more spaces may become available. 

� MinSoc provided our usual table of information at the Nunawading and District Lapidary Club (NDLC) 
annual show in October. The microscope minerals and ‘touch and feel’ specimens continued to be a hit 
with the kids at the show, although some of the specimens are a little worse for wear now. We are always 
looking for (a) ideas as to which shows and events MinSoc should be present at, and (b) suggestions for 
activities or material that we can present at shows to inform, educate and promote interest? 

I



 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND FEES. 
 

Given the uncertain future we faced in past years and the lack of regular meetings, we had not been prompting 
Members for fees and understand many Members may have been concerned whether the Society would 
continue or were aware they are un-financial. 
 
A membership renewal form is attached at the end of this Newsletter and a reminder notice is included below. 
Note that fees can be paid by direct transfer to the MinSoc account, but please send an email to our Treasurer 
(address is on the renewal form) and include your name in the ‘comments’ section when making the transfer - so 
that we know who has paid!  
 

NEWSLETTERS 
 

The standard delivery for Newsletters is email. Postal (black and white) copy will only be sent to those who do 
not have email or who specifically need to be supplied with printed copies (such as some Libraries). 
We highly recommend the email/electronic version - minerals were meant to be appreciated in glorious colour!  

If you are NOT receiving the electronic/email version and you wish to, please send an email to either: 
minsocvic@gmail.com   or   ablount@golder.com.au 

 
 

 

2018/19 MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Members are reminded that membership fees for the 2018/2019 year are now due.  Un-financial members would 
not be eligible to cast a valid vote at Annual General Meetings and would not be covered by the member’s 
insurance policy if attending Society-organised field trips. 
 
A list of the current fees is shown on the inside front cover of the Newsletter.   
 
A Membership Renewal Form is included as the last page of this Newsletter.  The form includes provision for 
an email address and members are encouraged to supply this information if they have internet facilities.  
 
Please note that if fees are paid by direct deposit email advice advising of the payment has been made (and a 
note included in the comments section of the transfer) should be provided as per the renewal form. 
 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

EXCURSIONS 
 

As discussed at previous Meetings, excursions will be planned when and if suitable localities to visit are 
identified. As most members will be aware, this is a situation that has been around for a number of years and we 
are keeping an eye out for new places to visit or old places to re-visit. 
 
At the Annual Seminar in June, field trips were run to Mortlake and to Dookie and reports were that both were 
successful and enjoyed by the participants – even with the Victorian weather conditions in June. 
 
The current (future) plans include: 

� 1 December 2018 (Saturday) – Flinders (Cairns Bay), the famous zeolite location and one of the most 
pleasant and scenic collecting locations there is (on a nice day). Limited attendance numbers but more 
spaces may be available. Please contact John Haupt if interested. 

� March or April 2019 – Mooralla. It is currently proposed that we may run a 1 week trip to the Mooralla 
mineral collecting area (West of the Grampians) either late March or early April 2019. Given the nature 
of the field, requiring a fair bit of pre-digging to get to the specimen material, our plan is for some 
Members to dig locations during the week so that others (dare we say ‘those who may find the physical 
work a bit too much’?) can attend on the weekend and still be able to collect specimens.  More details will 
follow as planning progresses. 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 



 

 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MINERALOGY (AJM) 
 

The new AJM team released the next issue (Vol 19, No. 1) continuing the quality of 
previous issues. All Members should consider subscribing (if not already doing so!) 
and support your national mineralogical journal. 
 
Subscription details and news about the Journal can be found on their web-page and 
facebook-page: 
http://www.mineral.org.au/pubs/ajm.html 
https://www.facebook.com/AJMPublications/  
 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 
 

 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
Micro Group Report 

By John Bosworth, Jo Price, Photographs: John Haupt© 
 
January: This was our first meeting for 2018, the subject being “Minerals from Scotland and Canada”. There 
was no particular reason for choosing these disparate localities other than they are northern hemisphere 
countries from which Australian collectors seldom see specimens unless they have a special interest in deposits 
within these countries. One member of the group has a particular interest in species from the Mont Saint-Hilaire 
quarries in Quebec, Canada. The quarries in this area are now collectively known as the Poudrette quarry where 
collecting is strictly limited by the current owners. There are 417 species recorded from the quarries with 65 
being type locality species. Specimens from other areas in Canada were also seen but the Poudrette material was 
the most dominant. 

Several type locality species were seen including 
normandite, hilairite, franconite, lemoynite, petersenite-
(Ce) and donnayite-(Y). It was interesting to note that 
several type locality species from the Khibiny and 
Lovozero massifs in Russia are also found at the 
Poudrette quarry and some of the species seen at the 
meeting were labuntsovite, lovozeroite and 
vinogradovite. Other Poudrette species on display were 
serandite, sometimes associated with aegirine, making an 
attractive combination; vesuvianite; euhedral crystals of 
eudialyte in several different colours; and a cluster of 
ancylite needles nestled amongst rhombohedral 
rhodochrosite being particularly attractive. Several single 
euhedral crystals of catapleiite were mounted on single 
posts showing the species in a range of colours. 

Some species from other areas in Canada included a 1 
cm trilling of cubanite from green grossular from the 
Jeffrey mine, Asbestos; black spinel from Bigelow 
township; ferrierite-Mg from Pinaus Lake, British Columbia and rarely crystalline howlite from Iona, Nova 
Scotia. 

A small number of specimens were from Scotland included heulandite, hydroxyapophyllite, mesolite and levyne 
from the Isle of Skye; brewsterite-Sr from Strontian and prehnite from Beith.  
 
The number of attendees was less than normal but there was plenty of material on show providing an 
entertaining and informative session. 

Above: Serandite from Mont St Hilaire. 8mm FOV. 



 

 

 

February: The topic for this meeting was Gold and silver minerals. There were a number of specimens of 
Australian gold: 
  

From Victoria - leaf gold from Greendale; alluvial gold from the Wattle Gully mine, Castlemaine; an example in 
a tiny spade from Creswick; the A1 mine, Gaffney’s Creek and from Whroo. 
 

From NSW - Specimens from the New Cobar mine, Cobar and the Kintore opencut, Broken Hill. 
 

From Tasmania - A rich example in fluorite also gold in rhodochrosite, Hercules Mine, Williamsford. 
 

From Western Australia - A nice piece from Kalgoorlie, from Meekatharra and Mile End Well, Laverton. Also 
of interest were sylvanite (AuAgTe) with calaverite (AuTe) from Kalgoorlie. 
 

From Queensland - Good leaf gold from Mosquito Gully, Georgetown, Queensland. 
 
Overseas specimens included crystalline gold from Bonanza Creek, Dawson City, Yukon; a nice example of 
gold with silver from the Bull Dog mine, Colorado; calaverite on phonolite, Cripple Creek, Colorado; leaf gold, 
Michigan Bluff district, Placer County, U.S.A.; and a nice specimen of gold from Hope’s Nose, Torquay, 
England. 

Below left: Howlite from Iona. 10mm FOV.           Below right: Catapleiite from Mont St Hilaire. 5mm Xtals. 

Above: Brewsterite-Sr from Strontian, Scotland. 

7mm FOV. 

Above: Bright green grossular crystals with 

diopside from Asbestos Canada. 7mm FOV. 



 

 

  

Above right: Rare gold from the Kintore opencut, 

Broken Hill, 1mm FOV. 
Above left: A 5mm gold crystal from Wedderburn, 

Victoria. 

Above: Crystalline gold from Hope’s Nose, 

Torquay, England. 7mm across. 

Above left (top): Miersite from the Proprietary mine, Broken Hill. 0.5mm crystals. 

Above left (lower): Chlorargyrite crystals from the Kintore opencut, Broken Hill. 4mm FOV. 

Above right: Silver from Broken Hill, NSW. 10mm tall. 



 

 

Silver minerals from Broken Hill included pyrargyrite, 
Brown’s Shaft; clear crystals of both silver and miersite 
from Kintore and the Proprietary mine; stephanite; silver 
with copper; and nice euhedral crystals of bromian 
chlorargyrite from the Daydream mine, Silverton. 
A nice silver from La Nevada mine, Batopilas, 
Chihuahua, Mexico was noted; dyscrasite, from the Czech 
Republic; fine wire silver from Ringnesganger mine, 
Kongsberg, Norway; perroudite, Cap Garonne, France; 
and lengenbachite, Binnthal, Switzerland. 
 

 
 
March: Zinc minerals was the topic for this month’s 
meeting. 
 
Many Broken Hill minerals were shown, including 
scholzite, rosasite, osakaite, brianyoungite, 
philipsbornite, and very good serpierite from Block 14. 
There was lustrous cuprian adamite, kleemanite with 
libethenite as well as kolitschite, tsumcorite and 
mawbyite, from the Kintore opencut. 
We saw collinsite and phosphophyllite with parahopeite 
from Reaphook Hill, S.A.; faustite, Iron Monarch, S.A.; 
sphalerite on marcasite, Goongewa mine, near Fitzroy 
Crossing, W.A.; aurichalcite, Eclipse mine, Muldiva, 
Qld.; and sphalerite with galena and pyrite, Maestries 
mine, Tasmania. 
 

Left: Iodargyrite with malachite and black crystals 

of smithsonite. 5mm FOV. 

Above: Sprays of brianyoungite from Broken Hill, 

2mm FOV. 

Below: Tsumcorite from the Kintore opencut, 

2mm FOV. 

Above: Mawbyite from the Kintore opencut. 

0.4mm crystals. 



 

 

 
From other countries, there was opaque pale green adamite, reddish willemite, and fine sprays of descloisite and 
tsumcorite from Tsumeb, Namibia. Then there was sphalerite from Trepka, (former Yugoslavia); bright blue 
serpierite, and green cuproadamite from Laurium, Greece; hemimorphite, Madan, Bulgaria; chalcophyllite, Cap 
Garonne; nice sprays of hemimorphite, Can Pey, France; and tetrahedrite with dolomite, Gortdrum mine, 
Ireland. 

 
 
 
 

  

Left: Aurichalcite from the 

Eclipse mine, Muldiva, Qld. 

10mm FOV. 

 

Below left: Golden sphalerite 

and galena from the Maestries 

mine, Dundas. 5mm across 

 

Below right: Above: 

Parahopeite, phosphophyllite 

and hemimorphite coating 

smithsonite associated with 

black chalcophanite crystals. 

From Reaphook Hill. 8mm 

across. 

Above left: Cuproadamite from Laurium, Greece. 10mm FOV.  

Above right: A cluster of bright yellow tsumcorite crystals from Tsumeb. 7mm FOV. 

 



 

 

July: The subject for this meeting was mimetite and pyromorphite. This provided members with the opportunity 
to study two minerals with very similar crystallography with both forming as hexagonal crystals. Both species 
sometimes occur at the same locality which makes their identification by visual means difficult. There were 
many specimens of both species from many different Australian and overseas localities. 
 
Mimetite: There were specimens with a wide 
range of crystal forms and colours from 
Broken Hill, NSW and from the Magnet mine, 
Tas. Exceptionally large specimens were from 
the Mt Bonney mine in the Northern Territory  
From some of the notable overseas localities 
there were yellow crystals with pyramidal 
terminations from the El Potosi mine, 
Chihuahua, Mexico. Also from Mexico was 
orange botryoidal mimetite from San Pedro 
Corralitos. There were large yellow crystal 
sprays from Tsumeb, Namibia and the 
uncommon tan-coloured, barrel shaped 
crystals of the campylite form of mimetite 
from Dry Gill, Caldbeck Fells, England. 
 
Pyromorphite: Some more notable specimens 
shown were the green crystals from the 
Avondale mine, SA; lustrous crystals on 
malachite from Browns Prospect, NT; yellow 
hopper crystals from the Blackwood opencut, 
Broken Hill and attractive specimens of green 
pyromorphite with crocoite crystals from Platts prospect, Dundas, Tasmania. Pyromorphite is only known to 
have occurred at a few localities in Victoria, with several attractive green specimens shown from Limestone 
Creek in East Gippsland.  
From overseas, there were specimens from the famous European localities: dark green crystals from Les Farges, 
France; pinkish-brown crystals from Bad Ems, Germany, and from the Caldbeck Fells in England were bright 
yellow crystals from Roughton Gill and green crystals from the Driggith mine. Other localities were Bunker Hill 
mine, Kellogg, USA and Daoping, China. 
 
Whilst there were only two species, the colour and habits/forms of the minerals from the various localities made 
for an interesting meeting. 
 
 

Above: Orange mimetite crystals from the Kintore 

opencut, Broken Hill, 8mm FOV. 

Right: Lustrous green pyromorphite 

from the Avondale mine, Lyndhurst, 

South Australia, 14mm across. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Stepped crystals of pyromorphite from 

Kangiara, near Yass, NSW. 10mm across. 

Above: A 15mm group of hopper crystals of 

pyromorphite from Blackwood opencut, Broken Hill, 

NSW. 

Left: Yellow barrel-shaped crystals of pyromorphite 

from the Orlando mine, Tennant Creek, Northern 

Territory, 10mm FOV. 

Below: A 5mm group of lustrous green acicular 

crystals of pyromorphite from Limestone creek, 

Victoria. 



 

 

Appreciation Group Report 
By Alex Blount 
 
The April topic was possibly our most complicated, although it seemed a lot easier for the organiser to work out: 
“Minerals containing iron as primary element and/or carbon >5%”.  It was the ‘and/or’ that resulted in much of 
the confusion. The intention was to look at minerals with predominantly iron, and to also look at minerals with a 
lot of carbon and then see if there were many that fit both criteria. Why, because an iron and carbon content 
would put the mineral into the realm of ‘steel’ and we were looking to see whether that, most useful of materials 
in the human world, would appear in nature. 
 
The short answer is ‘not really’. Mixtures of iron and carbon in nature will tend to oxidise (i.e. rust) back to iron 
oxide relatively rapidly. In human terms, yes steel will rust over many years, but in geological terms steel-like 
mixtures would appear to disappear almost instantly. The exceptions we find include alloys and mixtures within 
meteorites which have managed to avoid exposure to oxygen and water by floating through space most of their 
lives. Of the species that fit into our criteria, only siderite was really found naturally on Earth. Interestingly 
siderite is also one of the end products resulting from the corrosion of iron. A chemical composition search, 
which you can do online via MinDat and via Webminerals websites, indicated that the total number of species 
with at least 5% iron and 5% carbon was 15. The ‘best’ example of a steel-like mineral is haxonite (Fe,Ni)23C6) 
and iron-nickel carbide found in meteorites that consists of approximately 82% iron and 5% carbon. 
 
Whilst we saw a number of siderite specimens, the others presented were either those containing predominantly 
iron or those containing >5% carbon. But the material was certainly dominated by the iron minerals such as 
haematite, ilmenite, goethite, magnetite and ilvaite, all nicely crystalline or presented in interesting forms or 
associations. 
  
Below left: ilvaite, Huanggang Mine No. 5, Ulanhad League, Inner Mongolia, China. 

Below right: goethite, Kintore Open Cut, Broken Hill, NSW. 

 

  Below left: siderite and sphalerite epimorphs after calcite, 

Broke Hill Mine, Aggenys, Northern Cape, RSA. 



 

 

Below right: haematite with andradite, Wessels Mine, Hotazel, Kalahari, Northern Cape, RSA. 

 
Below: haematite, Cleator Moor, West Cumberland iron field, 

Cumbria, England. 

Above: chalcopyrite with siderite, 

Kaiwu Mine, Guizhou, China. 
 
In May we returned to the old school mineral property of ‘streak’ and this time it was ‘speakers choice’, choose 
any streak colour and bring minerals to represent that choice. The presented colours were green, blue and 
red/brown/yellow – noting that streak is definitely not an exact science. 
 
Greens included malachite, gaspeite, aurichalcite, torbernite and pyrite (which had been described with a 
‘greenish black’ streak). For the blue there was chrysocolla, azurite, cavansite, sampleite, rosasite, linarite and 
others. There did seem to be a lot of crossover between the blue and green streak mineral lists.  
 
Haematite was presented as primary example of the red/brown/yellow streak minerals although it was also 
suggested that streak can be used to differentiate between some of the end-members of mineral series, such as 
the wolframite minerals. Ferberite, the iron-dominant end member, having a reddish black to black streak and 
hubnerite, the manganese-dominant end member, having more yellow-brown or red-brown streak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Below left: dioptase, Katanga Cu Crescent, Katanga, DRC. 

Below right: chrysocolla on malachite, Morenci Mine, Arizona, USA 

  
 

 
Below left: azurite and malachite, Sepon Mine, Savannakhet Province, Laos. 

Below right: azurite on kaolinite, Malbunka Copper Miner, Areyonga, NT 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Right: cerussite on mottramite, Tsumeb Mine, Tsumeb, 

Namibia. 
 

June was one of those ‘overly convoluted’ topics designed 
to drive everyone mad trying to work out what is meant. Or 
at least that is what I assume people are thinking when they 
read the topics. 
 

This time it was: ”choose an element and bring minerals 
along that represent it but from different crystal groups”. 
That is, choose and element, say for example zinc. Then 
bring along minerals containing zinc from the isometric 
crystal system, and from the hexagonal, tetragonal and 
other systems.  
 

Thus, for sulphur we discovered that, as an element, it 
forms in the orthorhombic system and we saw examples of 
a range if minerals including pyrites (isometric); marcasite 
(orthorhombic); pyrrhotite (monoclinic); arsenopyrite (monoclinic); 
bornite (orthorhombic); chalcopyrite (tetragonal); galena (isometric) 
and gypsum (monoclinic). 
 

Right: one way to preserve your marcasite specimens  

– encase them in glass! 
 

For calcium (which does not form natively) we saw examples of calcite 
(trigonal); aragonite (orthorhombic); ankerite (trigonal); more gypsum 
(monoclinic) and fluorite (isometric). 
 

For zinc (which is rarely native, but forms in the hexagonal system) we 
saw specimens offering a range of different habits of sphalerite 
(isometric); smithsonite (trigonal); willemite (trigonal) and 
hemimorphite (orthorhombic).  
 

And for copper which natively is isometric, there were (in addition to a 
range of copper specimens) examples of cuprite (isometric); more 
chalcopyrite (tetragonal); malachite (monoclinic); azurite (monoclinic) and covellite (hexagonal). 
 

Below: gypsum, Pernatty Lagoon, 

Mount Gunson, SA. 

Above: calcite, Dali, Yunnan, China 

Below: malachite, Browns Prospect, Batchelor, NT. 

 



 

 

Below: fluorite, Dejan, Jiangxi, China.      

Below: hemimorphite, Santo Nino 

Mine, Durango, Mexico 

 
Below left: sphalerite with fluorite and pyrite, Naica Mine, Chihuahua, Mexico 

Below right: sphalerite on amethyst, Hong Yan City, Hunan, China. 

 
Below: sphalerite with copper on quartz, Jiujang Prefecture, Jiangxi, China. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  



 

 

Recollections of the Society’s early days 
 

MAGNETS RED LEADS & OTHER EASTER DELIGHTS 

(The Mineralogical Society Easter 1985 field trip to the Tasmanian West Coast) 
by Bernie Day 

 

Reprinted from Newsletter 54 - June 1985. Photographs added by John Haupt 
 

Twelve dreamers met at Tullamarine on Easter eve, after surviving the traffic nightmare from the city. Twelve 
dreamers, already dreaming of crocoite, of the elusive "chrome cerussite” (let us, for ease, and because of 
common usage continue to call it this, although it is now more correctly called just mundane "yellow 
cerussite"); of ancient mines, vividly familiar through careful study of John 's handouts - mines that were the 
birthplace of treasured and rare specimens, acquired or admired. Twelve with a single objective - to savour the 
delights John had prepared for us over the weekend - with perhaps, one exception. Frank had a worried look on 
his face. After consultation and agreement that, yes, there was something wrong with Frank, we asked the cause 
of his obvious concern. 
 

“Will we be fed on the plane? I can't wait till we arrive to eat - I'm hungry. Should we eat before we go?” We 
attempted to gently pacify the poor man with assurances of Ansett's gastronomical excellence; but his fears were 
unquelled. "Perhaps we'll only get a snack - that won’t be enough!" Drastic action was obviously required, so 
we hurried poor Frank to the restaurant, where, after scotch eggs, cake and coffee, he finally felt he could cope 
with the rigours of the journey. 
 

After a smooth flight and an excellent meal (consumed, may we add, by all of us), we were met at Wynyard 
airport by John, Lyn and the girls, who had come over by boat with their Landrover. We picked up our three 
Falcons and headed for the motel - Here we were met and welcomed to Tasmania by the President, Brian 
Carney and other members of the North-West Mineral Study Group. This group is now associated with our 
Society and it was great to be able to chat to them and learn something about Tasmanian minerals and locations 
– particularly zeolites, in which their group has developed a particular interest. They had some excellent 
specimens to show us, of species, forms and localities almost unknown on the mainland. They were kind enough 
to give us a box of specimens to distribute among the party and we have promised them a collection of Victorian 
zeolites for reference purposes. They lack access to professionals to help them in their studies and would 
welcome contact with any of our members. (John Bosworth can provide names and addresses). 
 

Some of the specimens they showed us required professional identification - we were certainly in trouble trying 
to help them. With 22 of us in the motel room at one time, obviously the bathroom had to be put to use - but for 
mineral identification? It was a mixed group of males and females - Vics and Tassies - who frequented the 
bathroom; truly a cosy way of “getting together”! 
 

After early morning photos of the beautiful waterside scenery 
outside the motel, we headed off for Waratah and the fabulous 
Magnet Mine. Down to the old workings for lunch, thoughtfully 
provided by John and Lyn (there are no take-aways just around the 
corner in this area!). After attempting to define the position of the 
old town and mill, we ascended to an area being worked for mineral 
specimens and proceeded, wonder of wonders, to dig our own 
specimens of chrome cerussite, pyromorphite, mimetite, anglesite 
and beautiful, tiny crocoite, a rarity at the Magnet. With the oohs and 
aahs coming from all directions, we suddenly began to realize the 
limitations of air travel - fragile specimens and limited container 
size. So the goodies were laid out, ready for the process of strict 
selection. Frustration was obvious on the face of John Bosworth as 
he attempted to recover a magnificent vugh of chrome cerussites 
from a rock precariously balanced steep cliff; unrepeatable 
expletives as crystals fell off the fragile matrix of Fred’s best 
specimen; the delicate balance of splitting the rock and retaining the 
crystals. In all this flurry of excited activity, Waratah’s famed 
weather change appeared and the heavens opened up – just as a rock 
face was dropped right on Jack Leach’s glove and chisel, revealing 

A 4mm tall crocoite crystal from the 

Magnet mine. 



 

 

glistening mimetites (or are they pyromorphites?) in the 
new face. In good Society tradition, we recovered 
Jack’s equipment first, extracted what specimens we 
quickly could, and then retreated, soaked and filthy, to 
the cars, to await a break in the weather. But no break 
came. Have you ever attempted to select specimens, 
then carefully wrap them in tissue and newspaper, in a 
downpour as only the West Coast of Tasmania can 
provide? A very interesting way to make paper mache. 
John Bosworth, who was the most patient in waiting for 
a break in the weather (much to Audrey's consternation) 
was lucky when a rock fall just missed his collection of 
goodies. 
 
On leaving the rain forest of the Magnet area, the 

weather cleared, and we were able to stop for photos of 
the magnificent mountain scenery as dusk began to 
descend. A slight hitch as unfamiliar driving lights on 
the S-Pack Falcon upset the driver in the car in front, 
but this was eventually fixed when Bernie drove the 
light straight into an ornamental flower box coming 
into the Heemskirk Motel at Zeehan, our head-quarters 
for the rest of the trip. An imperceptible gulp and 
widening of eyes were the only sign of concern as our 
bedraggled crew crowded into reception, followed by a 
look of relief as a freshly showered and spruced-up 
group re-appeared for counter tea. Even the West 
Coasters, who must see some sights at times, were not 
prepared for a black manganese gossan coated, rain-
soaked group of mineralogical intellectuals such as we 
presented that first night!! 
 
Next morning - a bright sunny day worthy of Broken 
Hill – we were all up and about early, for today was the 
day. Crocoite! Per favour of Mike Phelan, who works the lease, we headed in to the famed Red Lead mine. The 
road in led us past the only two remaining houses in Dundas, past the base of the Adelaide mine, to the sharp 
pinch up to the Red Lead. First finds were single crystals in the face, and even tumbling down the face in loose 
material, followed by surface specimens and finally a find of several vughs, covered in crystals. Michael 
confined himself mainly to single crystals (some to about 8cm long), and. small clusters - he had already used 
up all his space at the Magnet. Those who were into the vughs had the terrible decision – what to leave? We 
looked longingly at John’s already overladen Landrover, but a sternly reproving glance from Lyn removed all 
thoughts of sneaking a parcel in there. Then Mike pointed out a spot for pyrolusite and it was on again. While 
most of the males blackened themselves on the pile of almost pure pyrolusite and some lucky ones got crystals 
of crocoite sitting on it, the ladies counted 9 different varieties of fern in less than a square metre, in bushland 
that must be a botanist’s delight. 
 

Vugh of yellow cerussite crystals from the Magnet 

mine. 6cm across. 

Above: Mike Phelan working at the Red Lead mine. 

Below: Collecting crocoite at the Red Lead mine, Easter 1985. 



 

 

Reluctantly, we had to leave the mine, but made our 
way back to Mike Phelan's place, this time for a look 
at his collection and a field trip through the boxes in 
his back shed. All concern about where to stack it 
was forgotten as we selected specimens of crocoite, 
pyromorphite, chrome cerussite, analcime and 
chabazite and queued up to get prices which we were 
more than happy to pay. Mike has a wonderful 
collection, including some outstanding specimens of 
Tasmanian cassiterite and zeolites, as well as local 
Dundas material. It's a pity we see so little of 
Tasmania's treasures here in Victoria. 
 
Dinner certainly tasted good that night, after a most 
satisfying day's work. Crayfish, oysters and fresh fish 
for the seafood lovers and the Steak Nolan went 
down well too. The oysters here so big they could 
only fit 1l on Jack's plate; but when suitable representation was made to our waitress, the final one appeared, 
sitting resplendent in its garnish in the middle of a full plate, to be consumed with due ceremony to the cheering 
of the onlookers. 
 
Would you believe it? Sunday and Melbourne and Hobart raining, but Zeehan again fine and sunny. Just the day 
for a trip on Macquarie Harbour and the Gordon River. Eleven of us headed off (the others had been before) into 
still dark waters reflecting the profusion of vegetation - huon pine, leatherwood, button grass and much, much 
more - among rolling hills slowly changing to steep cliffs. Up to the now famous Warner's Landing and the 
lowest of the rapids of the beautiful Gordon. Past historic Sarah Island and its remnants of convict toil and 
tragedy, right through Hell' s Gates where we could marvel at the navigation skills of the mariner of old. A 
fitting end to a delightful relaxing day was a visit to Queenstown (more specimens added to already over full 
bags) for those who had not experienced the eerie feeling of desolation as you look down from the bare denuded 
hills over the historic old town at the foot of Mt. Lyell. 
 
Monday - again fine! How could we be so lucky? Just 
the day for the climb up Colebrook Hill. John first led 
us to the base of the Hercules Mine, where the tramway 
ascended the steep cliff face to the mine, to return with ore 
that was tipped into buckets and transported on an endless 
line to Rosebery for treatment. The tramway and the bucket 
line don’t operate now, but the sight of the old Hercules up 
there on the hill, still producing rich ore, though apparently 
no more of those marvellous straw cerussites, was 
something to remember. 
 
A short trip to the track into Colebrook Hill, a careful car 
ride as far as they could take us, and then the girls boarded 
the Landrover while the males set off on foot, with a wave 
and a swagger. The swagger disappeared at the top of the 
first hill - a beauty that required a number of halts on the 
way up (to view the scenery, of course). John thoughtfully 
returned for us after duly delivering his first load to the hill, 
an energy conservation move that was fully appreciated as 
we commenced to tackle the rocks after the final scramble 
up the side of the rubble dump to the quarry. I’ve never seen 
a 5 kg. hammer bounce so much as we laboriously extracted 
the vughs of beautiful dark brown to rich violet axinite. 
With the calcite etched away, these crystals are bright and 
lustrous and must rank among the largest from Australia. 
There were also good finds of actinolite and datolite, as well 
as the sulphides chalcopyrite, pyrite and pyrrhotite. 

Above: Cleaning up in the creek at the Adelaide mine. 

Below: The Hercules mine haulage. Easter 1985. 



 

 

 
Before we left we checked Michael's 
and Fred's bags - how ever would they 
get them on the plane, let alone how 
could the plane get into the air! The 
photographers also had a field day 
with spectacular views of Rosebery, 
Renison and the lovely wooded 
valleys rising to distant blue 
mountains, stretching in unspoilt 
rugged splendour through an almost 
uninhabited coast. 
 
On the return trip we stopped off for a 
final look at the historic Dundas 
township site, inspected the railway 
siding, and searched out old mines 
that are now only a jumble of stones, 
concrete and rusted iron, surrounded 
by heaps of overgrown mullock. A 
touch of excitement when Val was 
greeted by a snake at the Comet mine, 
but he turned out to be a rather shy 
creature and quickly disappeared. 
Seventy years ago a thriving 
community and now bare and deserted. 
How quickly nature reclaims her own! 
 
Our Last night at Zeehan and a 
celebration dinner planned. By 
courtesy of Mine Host at the 
Heemskirk Motel (and a very friendly 
and generous host he was), the dining 
room was especially opened for our 
use, our favourite ex-Frankston 
waitress engaged to look after us, and 
the full- menu made available. So the 
sixteen of us sat down to a delightful 
meal amid congenial company. We 
discovered Michael 's talents extended 
far beyond collecting large quantities of 
minerals - his dissection of a crayfish 
and disposal of its various pieces was 
unexcelled. He found meat where the 
poor old crayfish didn’t even know he 
had it, and at one stage bets were being 
taken as to whether he would consume 
the shell as well! When the finger bowl 
(or was it bucket?) appeared, we were 
sure it was the first stage in the 
preparation of a crayfish shell soup. 
Audrey's cheese plate looked delicious 
and was duly shared between the entire 
company. And, in spite of the 
suggestions of our (jealous?) President 
that "this would be a good grog-up 
weekend”, there are witnesses to prove 
that three carafes of wine remained at 

Above & below: Collecting axinite at Colebrook Hill. 

Overlooking the Colebrook Hill workings and surrounding country. 



 

 

the end of the evening. How many were consumed remains 
a well-kept secret. 
 

On the return trip to Wynyard, we stopped off for a little 
more fossicking at Mt. Bischoff, where some excellent 
pyrites were found. Just finished lunch and ready to leave 
and, what do you know, Frank finds cassiterite, just lying on 
the surface. A reluctant crowd were eventually herded out of 
the area, to reassemble at Wynyard Airport, where John B, 
again assumed his role of Big Daddy, somehow getting our 
grossly overweight parcels of specimens through the check-
in. 
 

As we said goodbye to John, Lyn and the girls, who were 
staying on for the rest of the week, we had all come to the 
same conclusion. Our Easter field-trips have all been 
magnificent successes, both socially and collecting wise and 
have been noted for their great organization and content; but 
of them all, this trip must be voted the most successful in all 
respects. For this, the grateful thanks of all the participants 
to John Haupt, for his faultless planning, his quietly 
effective leadership, and his obvious feel for the once great 
mines of the West Coast of Tasmania. 

 
 
 
 
  

Above: Axinite crystals from Colebrook Hill, 1cm tall. 

Below: The aeroplane taking off with the heavy load 

at Wynyard. Both the Fokker F27 aircraft and Ansett 

Airlines no longer exist. 

Above: The group at Mt Bischoff. 

Below: Boarding the aircraft for the flight home at 

Wynyard airport. 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


